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This is my last roundup as editor of NoCo Beet. I recently moved to the new
position of community builder at First Church in cooperation with Coloradans for
the Common Good. Providing content for the Beet will become the work of our
Adult Faith Formation team until Mark Lee, our new  AFF and library director is
in place.

Shelley Nelson, who is the administrative and communications assistant for the
church, will continue to provide superb copy editing and design work. We’ve
benefitted from her skills for half a year now.

If you like this publication, share the Beet with a friend.

David W. Reid, editor

https://www.cocommongood.org/who


Richard Hagen, Ph.D., left, for whom the lecture is named, 
and Rev. Dr. Allen Hilton, right, who will deliver the 2022 lecture. 

The 2022 Richard Hagen Community Lecture will be delivered via Zoom by
Rev. Dr. Allen Hilton at 7 p.m. March 1. Hilton will present strategies to help
people from the political left, right and middle imagine ways to listen to each
other long enough to discover that our differences actually help us. His lecture
is titled, “Beyond Polarization: Making Our Differences an Asset.” 
  
Hilton is executive director of House United, an organization he founded in
2016. He has been a member of the Yale Divinity School faculty and pastored
churches across the country. The lecture honors Richard Hagen, Ph.D., who
was a member of First Church. Register for this event on the First Church
homepage.  

Stephanie Matthews, left, will lead discussions of 
No Cure for Being Human by Kate Bowler, right.

First Church member Stephanie Matthews will lead a study of Kate Bowler’s
book, No Cure for Being Human (And Other Truths I Need to Hear), at noon in
person in Village Commons and at 7 p.m. online for four Mondays. Class
sessions are March 21 and 28 and April 4 and 11. Books are $23 and available
at the Adult Faith Formation table on Sundays. Bowler discusses the book in a
short video here. 

https://fcfumc.net/
https://katebowler.com/no-cure-for-being-human/


Amy-Jill Levine and her latest publication.

Join the Open Hearts class for a video discussion study of Amy-Jill Levine’s
Witness at the Cross. The study starts at 11 a.m. March 6 in Village Commons.

Copies of the book 101 Memorable
Men of Northern Colorado are
available for a donation to the
Northern Colorado Faith Library in
Fellowship Hall on Sundays. This
fundraiser was the idea of First
Church member Joe Ahlbrandt, who
donated copies of the book written
by his late mother, Arlene Briggs-
Ahlbrandt. Profiles include members
of First Church, leaders of
institutions, people for whom towns
and streets are named and many
more.

Dr. Lory Clukey will lead the Spirituality Book Club discussion of Kate



Bowler’s No Cure for Being Human at 3 p.m. March 20. The session is
scheduled to be held at First Church. To stay informed of the plans, contact
Martha Conant at marthaconant@gmail.com. Clukey, who holds two
doctorates, is professor emerita at the University of Northern Colorado 
School of Nursing Administration and continues to teach in the university’s
online program.

“Just Love: Live in Faith, Act 
with Courage, Work for Justice” 
is an online offering of Community 
Engagement of the Mountain Sky 
Conference Mission Team. It is 
available 5:30-6:45 p.m. on six 
Sundays beginning March 6. 
 

Topics will include creation care and justice-based solutions to climate change;
immigration and mass migrations resulting from climate change; missing and
murdered Indigenous Peoples; restorative justice from an Indigenous People's
perspective; and how to initiate and nurture courageous conversation on
justice. Information and registration are here. 

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/newsdetail/justlove-2022-lenten-series-15849478


Amy Frykholm, a senior editor at Christian Century magazine and resident of
Leadville, Colorado, recently launched a new podcast titled, “In Search Of.” She
has been a frequent speaker at First Church and other Fort Collins venues.
Details and Episode One are here.

What to do about Jesus today? Diana Butler Bass and Tripp Fuller draw on
their own books about Jesus to answer some intriguing questions in this Lenten
course. As usual, Homebrewed Christianity asks you to pay what you can. This
study can be done as a group. Full information here. 

https://www.christiancentury.org/blog-post/search/season-one-preview
https://homebrewedchristianity.lpages.co/jesusdeconstructed/?fbclid=IwAR2bOLRjQCVgtvaBeUPaX8CAUGJlWpdd--YkfesSDEObj58RH3r10Fmk6-g


Spirituality & Practice website offers an e-course on forgiveness at a couple
of times during Lent . Details here: 

The Graduate Theological Union, which is based in Berkeley, California,
offers a free, four-module online course titled “The Lure of Power: Religion,
Politics, Insurrection.” Register here. 

https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/ecourses/course/custom/62/forgiveness-a-growth-in-love-2022
https://discovergtux.gtu.edu/library/the-lure-of-power-religion-politics-insurrection-174710/about/


Maryland Public Television gives this introduction to Finding Fellowship,
a recent film now available through PBS: 

 “Three racially-segregated churches in the historic community of Quince
Orchard in Montgomery County, Maryland, born out of the Civil War, each had
fallen on hard financial times. The Black church gathered one evening to
discuss its uncertain future. As members debated the consequences of
merging with the two local white congregations, the minister interrupted to
announce that Martin Luther King, Jr. had just been murdered in Memphis on
April 4, 1968. Despite King's assassination, though others argue because of it,
those three churches voted to merge their congregations into one. In
September 1968 each had its last racially segregated service. The reality is not
every member stayed. Each church lost members. And the hardest decision
wasn't to come together but to stay together. Yet, because of their efforts, in
September of 2018, Fairhaven United Methodist Church celebrated its 50th
year of purposeful integration.” Watch the movie here. 

https://findingfellowship.film/


Storm Lake is the story of how a small-town newspaper is the glue that holds a
town together and was named one of the most spiritually literate documentaries
of 2021. 
  
Frederic Brussat, Mary Ann Brussat and Micah Bucey recently unveiled five
categories of spiritually literate movies of 2021 at the Spirituality and Practice
website. Find all of the lists and descriptions here. 

Do you have time to learn about the historical Jesus over Sunday breakfast?
Riverside Church in New York City hosts 15 sessions on the late Marcus Borg’s
book, JESUS: The Life, Teachings, and Relevance of a Religious
Revolutionary. Sessions are at 7-8:30 a.m. Mountain and the facilitator is
Brian O’Dell. Register here. 
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