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YOUõRE  INVITED! 

  

 
 

FALL KICK OFF  
 A̛̜̜̎̚ 27, 2017 

 

1005 Stover Street  Å  Fort Collins, CO   

Please join us for food, fun, 
and excitement starting  

at 10:45 am.     
All are welcome - no exceptions!   

Activities planned include: 
§ Barbara Jo and the Hippie 

Buckaroo Band 
§ Horse Wagon Rides 
§ Balloon Twister 
§ Face Painter 
§ Popcorn Stand 
§ Inflatable Basketball Challenge 
§ Inflatable Pony Race 
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From Dr. Melanie Rosa, lead pastor... 

 The Ringling Barnum and Bailey travelling circus has finally closed down for good.   After 146 years 
its demise was in response to a prolonged slump in ticket sales that made their future unsustainable.  
Began in 1871 as PT Barnumôs Grand travelling Museum and Menagerie, the Greatest Show On Earth had 
500 performers, 100 animals, and always travelled via mile long trains.   Before the very last show in New 
York Ringmaster John Iverson said, ñThe world is losing a place of wonder, the last pure and wholesome 
form of entertainment there is.ò 
 I remember attending the circus as a child with my parents, watching the elephants, lions, clowns, 
and the trapeze artists, who enchanted me most of all.  They fearlessly leapt from one trapeze to another, 
to our astonished gasps.  They did what seemed impossible, insane, and did it with grace and trust. 
 What lessons can we learn from trapeze artists?  At times we must be willing to let go of that which 
is known and familiar.  This is difficult, but letting go of some things is a prerequisite for embracing other 
things.  It is essential for growth and new life.  Occasionally we find ourselves suspended in a place of 
groundlessness.  We all know the feeling of having our lives suddenly change, being weightless and 
vulnerable.  We are called to embrace that sense of uncertainty with the hope that something good lies 
ahead.  Finally, we must believe that a second trapeze will be there!  This is what faith is all about, the 
capacity to trust.  For those who trust in the invisible can do the impossible.   
 Living between trapezes can be unnerving, yet it can be a time of significant growth.  We always live 
in between one place and another; human life is a process constantly unfolding.  We are a pilgrim people. 
This is what our sermon series is about the next six weeks: living between trapezes, making the journey 
our home.  We are moving into a new future together, sustained by Godôs grace.  In this season of change 
let us trust that (unlike the travelling circus) our church has the potential to be a lasting and vibrant place of 
wonder, love, and praise. 

  Melanie 
Dr. Melanie Rosa 

 As long as we live we are on a journey toward our true home with God.  It is a journey of 

deep delight and occasional despair, profound lessons and heartbreaking loss.  People of faith are 

a pilgrim people who never to arrive at their destination.  God gives us a purpose and a future 

beyond the end of earthly life, for ñéthough our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 

being renewed every day.ò   We are on a journey together, and God is our guardian and guide.  

Please join us each week during the sermon series: ñThe Journey Is Our Home.ò 

§ August 27ðñThe Journey Is Transformingò    Genesis 28:10-17; Revelation 21:5-6 

§ September 3ðñThe Journey Is Strangeò    Jonah 1:1-17; Matthew 5:1-11 

§ September 10ðñThe Journey Is Not Easyò   Genesis 37:3-8; 12-24; Luke 9:23-24 

§ September 17ðñThe Journey Is Sharedò    Ruth 1:1-18; John 15:4-6 

§ September 24ðñThe Journey Is Our Homeò    Matthew 4:18-25; Hebrews 11:13-16 

September Sermon Series:  The Journey Is Our Home 
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Thank you First Family! 
by Dr. Melanie Rosa 

Advent Daily Devotional 
by Cindi-Ross Bell 

We surpassed our July Food Drive goal of 
5,000 pounds!  2,506 lbs. of food + $1750 in 
cash @ 3 lbs. per dollar = 7,253 pounds. I was 
able to visit the Food Bank for Larimer County 
and meet with Executive Director Amy Pezzani, 
tour the facility, and present our check for 
$1,750.  Thank you all for your generosity 
toward the 10% of people in our community 
who are food insecure.  Special thanks to our 
Youth who went door to door in their 
neighborhoods collecting food, and Community 
and World Outreach for all of their help.   You 
may continue to donate food at the Mission 
Corner in Fellowship Hall any time. 

   
 This year, as in years past, First Church will produce a 
Daily Devotional Booklet for the Advent Season. This is an 
opportunity for our faith community to come together during this 
most holy time. We are inviting the members and guests of First 
Church to submit writings to be placed in the booklet as space 
allows. 
 Please limit your writings to 300 words or less, and have 
them to us no later than October 1st. You can submit them to the 

church office,  or send them to Cindi Ross-Bell at falcor@frii.com. Thank you in advance for being part of 
this important and meaningful  Advent Daily Devotional Booklet. 

           ( Melanie Rosa, Amy Pezzani, Bonnie Thomas) 

 On Thursday August 31st from 7-8 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall, Pack 98, which is chartered by FUMC, will 
be having an informational and scout year kick-off for all 
those thinking about joining Cub Scouts.  Not familiar with 
Cub Scouts?  Cub Scouting helps boys become ñPrepared 
for Lifeò and seeks to help build character, teach citizenship, 
and develop personal fitness for all boys grades Kinder ï 5

th
.   

We have one Pack Meeting held at FUMC each month, and two to three Den Meetings in which boys will 
work on achievements, sing songs, play games, and learn good citizenship.  Boys can join scouting at any 
point, so we would love to have any interested join our Pack.  For information or questions, please contact 
Matt Putman (Charter Organization Representation) at put83co@yahoo.com or visit www.pack98.com. 

Interested in Cub Scouts? 
 by Matt Putman 


