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First Church:   
An inclusive, deeply relational community inviting all 

people to experience Godôs presence today. 
 
 

Discover Godôs Love 

Inspire Hope  ω  Grow in Faith  ω  Serve With Joy 

Urgent Pastoral Care 

If you need Urgent Pastoral Care, 
please call the church office. If you 
call after church office hours (M ï F, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.), please leave a 
voicemail for one of our pastors (ext. 
123 for Rev. Melanie and ext. 122 for 
Rev. Cynthia). We will receive 
immediate notification of your 
voicemail and will return your call. 
For Emergency Assistance Fund, 
please call 970-494-5960 to leave a 
voicemail. The person on call will 
return your call within 24-hours. The 
Urgent Care phone line (970-294-
6595) is no longer in service. 

1005 Stover Street 
Fort Collins, CO   80524 
www.fcfumc.net 

C  W  T ?  
Church and Society Roundtable on 

Contemporary Racism #2.  
 

Because of the large amount of 

interest, the story continues 

February 23, 2020, 12:00 noon 

(after 11 a.m. Worship). Light 

lunch provided. Explore our 

hidden, involuntary reactions to 

the unknown. Analyze how 

institutions and cultural norms mask the consequences of 

racism. Examine racism just below the surface. How 

have our experiences and our Christian faith affected our 

thoughts on social justice and racism?  

ñThough we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of one heart, though we are 
not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may.ò John Wesley 

As you probably already know, there was a most promising development within the United Methodist 
Church recently. Since last summer a group of 16 diverse global church leaders have been meeting in 
high level mediation with Kenneth Feinberg, one of the nationôs leading experts in mediation and dispute 
resolution. (Feinberg oversaw the victimsô compensation funds after 9/11 and the BP Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill disaster). Feinberg donated his time to our denominational mediation, due to his deep interest in 
the public witness of religion. 

This group of 16 global leaders (including African Bishops and advocacy group leaders with very different 
perspectives) went public on January 3 with a ñprotocolò under which traditionalists ð who oppose same-
sex unions and ordination of gay clergy ð would leave to form a new denomination, using $25 million in 
denominational funds. The proposal keeps the UMC intact for all congregations desiring to remain, with 
plans to remove all restrictive language regarding LGBTQ persons from our Book of Discipline. 

Legislation laying out the full plan is still in the works, and then it must be approved at our General 
Conference in May. I anticipate that it will receive broad support from all three segments of our 
denominationðtraditionalists, centrists, and progressives. Keep in mind, that this proposal does not 
guarantee a specific outcome, but if passed at General Conference, it would give United Methodists in the 
United States the opportunity to choose a fully inclusive future. This has the potential to finally liberate the 
church from decades of infighting and disagreement. 

In the meantime, denominational legislation will not prevent discrimination and intolerance. So much 
damage has already been done, and LGBTQ persons will still wonder, upon visiting a United Methodist 
Church, if they will be welcomed unconditionally, if they will be permitted to teach children, if the pastor 
will baptize their children or perform their wedding. No matter what happens at the denominational level, 
First Church will continue to share the expansive and generous love of God, and be a place of welcome 
and inclusion for all people, no exceptions. 

I am hopeful about the future, and grateful to lead a church where all belong. 

 

Dr. Melanie Rosa, Lead Pastor 
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Message from Melanie 



Wednesday, February 26 is Ash 
Wednesday, which marks the beginning 
of Lent. Lent is the season of repentance, 
introspection, and reflection in preparation for 
the great celebration of Easter. During Lent 
we prepare ourselves by journeying with 
Jesus all the way to the cross, and beyond. 
Ash Wednesday is a solemn and significant 
observance in the Christian calendar, during 
which we receive ashes on our bodies as a 
reminder that we are dust and to dust we 
shall return. 

  We invite you to mark the beginning of    
  this sacred season by joining us for  
  Ash  Wednesday worship on February 26  
  at Noon and 7:00 pm in the Chapel. 
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F  C  R  O   S   C  UMC 

On January 12, some members of First Church attended worship at our sister church here in Fort Collins, 
Christ UMC.   They presented the congregation posters with hundreds of well wishes and signatures from 
our church family.   This act of loving support was in response to some racist graffiti that was spray painted 
on the church a few weeks earlier.   We stand in solidarity against hatred and racism of any kind.  Great 
job, First Church!  
 

S̙̖̝̏̌ Ť̜̠̋̈̚ P̈̊̈̒̌̕ Š̜̗̗̙ 

On Tuesday, February 25 the Youth will host our annual 
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper as a fund raiser for their 
summer mission trips. This is the last day before we begin 
the more somber and sacrificial season of Lent, so we 
celebrate with good food and good friends. Please join us 
from 6:00 to 7:00 in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Tuesday, February 25 
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

All proceeds support youth mission trips. 

Š̖̈̚̕ ̖̍ Ľ̛̕ B̌̎̐̕̚ 
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M  S  Y  S  T 
B  C  - F  16ð17 

 

 

                                   Middle School aged youth will be taking an 
overnight trip to Buckhorn Camp! We will sled, have dinner together, 
play games, and connect. It is an overnight trip, and all will return the 
following morning.  This is a great opportunity for discipleship, group 
bonding, and affordable winter fun!  Cost:  $10 

H ô W ô H   Cô M  T  M 

S  M : 
Nursery at all services-infantð6 years old 
 

9:30  :  This is our main service for Childrenôs programming.  We offer Sunday school classes 
for 3 year oldôs (by September 15

th
 of 2019) through 5 years of age.  If your child is Kindergarten-5

th
 grade 

they will join us after the childrenôs message upstairs in the Theater room for our large group gathering.  
After large group, we will break up according to grades for more small group God time.   

On the first Sunday of the month, we offer our fun and interactive First Kids Club for Kindergarten-5
th
 

grade.  After the childrenôs message in the Sanctuary, join us in the Theater room for fun and games.  We 
will deliver your child back to the Sanctuary at the start of communion so that they may partake in 
communion with you.  If your child is a preschooler, they may stay in the service or be checked in at the 
room 121 (the preschool room) which is staffed by nursery employees. 

S  E : 
During our Sunday evening Modern Service, children are welcome and encouraged to stay at the service.  
We provide an area that is just for kids and grown-ups where children can play, parents can be near their 
children and enjoy the service at the same time. 
   
Sunday School in February is made for LOVE! 
This month we will be focusing on LOVE during Sunday School. This is one of my favorite lessons to 
teach children. It is so simple, yet so profound. God loves us. Thatôs it! If I had one wish for children, it 
would be that they know, God loves them, no matter what.  
 
3  G  B  C :   
Once a month the 3

rd
 graders who received their Bibles have been meeting for an hour to learn more 

about the contents of this special book. If you have a 3
rd
 grader, we would love to have them join us for 

fun, games and lots of learning. Classes will be held from 8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. in the Corner Caf® in the 
Childrenôs Ministry wing. Here are the dates for the rest of the semester:  January 12, February 9, March 
8, April 19, May 10th 

V  B  S 
S   D !  J  8-12  9 . .-12 . . 


