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FUMC is pleased to host 

the Denver Gay Menôs 

Chorus on January 19, 

2019.  The first 20 

minutes of the program 

will be presented by our 

Sanctuary Choir 

followed by a 

presentation of STREET 

REQUIEM for those 

living and dying on the 

streets.  All profits will 

support FOCO Caf®, 

Neighbor to Neighbor 

and the Coalition for the 

Homeless in Northern 

Colorado.  Please 

purchase a ticket and 

enjoy an inspiring 

evening of music while 

supporting nonprofits in 

our area that are 

reaching out to help 

those who are homeless 

and those facing 

homelessness. 

The Denver Gay Menôs 

Chorus was invited as a 

suggestion from our 

Welcoming and 

Reconciling Ministries 

Committee, and we are 

pleased to be 

participating in this 

event. 

Discover Godôs Love 

Inspire Hope  ω  Grow in Faith  ω  Serve With Joy 
 

First Church:  An inclusive, deeply relational community inviting 
all people to experience Godôs presence today. 
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S 
taff Parish Relations works to develop a strong and positive relationship between the paid 

church staff and the congregation, to better equip the congregation to make disciples who 

transform the world.  This committee works with the pastors to equip, evaluate, support, and 

develop staff, as well as fulfill the legal and ethical responsibilities related to staff.  All paid staff, 

including the clergy, are evaluated annually.  They also administer the relationship between the 

congregation and the District Superintendent so that the mission of the church moves forward in alignment 

with the Mountain Sky Conference.   Those serving in this capacity are expected to be Christian leaders of 

high moral character, who are actively involved in our ministry and support the staff and mission of the 

church.   

 

Members for 2019:  Kelly McBartlett (Chair), Matt Putman (Vice Chair), Kate Norton (Lay Leader), Deb 
Kohler (Delegate to Annual Conference), Gerry Sampson, Tom Anderson, Lois Quintana, Rich Rabb, Mary 
Ann Michels, Barbara Cline, Stephanie Matthews. 

Committee of the Month:  Staff Parish Relations 

An Anniversary Gift 

I 
n honor of the 150

th
 anniversary of First United Methodist 

Church of Fort Collins, a booklet telling the story of the church 

has been created as a gift for our church family. The booklet 

contains stories, photos, and fun facts recounting the churchôs 

150-year history as part of the Fort Collins community. It will be 

available in January, and copies will be available in the church 

office on Sunday mornings and during our regular office hours 

during the week.  

Double Nickel Luncheon - JANUARY 11 

 
 
 

Fellowship Hall, 12 noon, $4. Best lunch 
in town. Reservations not necessary. 
 
Guest speaker will be Rev. Melanie Rosa 
talking with us about FUMC Fort Collins 
2019 and beyond.   

    Double Nickle 

 January 11 at 12 Noon 

 Guest Speaker: 
 Rev. Melanie Rosa 
 



 I majored in History in college, and it has always fascinated me 

to learn about those who have gone before us and the forces that 

shaped their lives.  No less fascinating is the history of this 

congregation.  It was 1867 when a Methodist circuit preacher organized 

a Methodist ñclassò of believers, the very first of the denominations to 

organize in Fort Collins.  From this class our church was born. When 

Rev. G.W. Swift assumed a full-time pastorate in 1869, it became an 

official congregation.  The church and community grew quickly and 

Colorado Agricultural College (CSU) was founded the following year, 

with the city of Fort Collins becoming incorporated in 1873.  Our church 

is appropriately named, since we really were the first church in Fort 

Collins. 

 This burgeoning congregation continued to grow in a variety of different locations, attracting diverse 

people eager to connect, worship, learn and serve.  First meeting in homes, then in a modest wood building 

at the corner of Mason and Laporte, to the ñOld Groutò building at Linden and Jefferson, to Mountain 

Avenue, then College and Olive, and finally to Stover and Elizabeth.  You can see pictures of these 

structures in the History booklet that church member Kathy Kuenzer wrote for us.   It is an impressive 

history, and it is humbling to think of the sacrifice, service, and faithfulness of those who preceded us in this 

ministry.  We have a sacred responsibility to honor their legacy by creating a vibrant faith community for our 

current congregation and for future generations. 

 I believe we have been called together for a time such as this.  I believe that even with the decline of 

mainline Protestantism, there is still a need and a niche for a church like ours. A church that is intelligent, 

inclusive, missional and committed to sharing the love of Jesus Christ with people who are starved for 

connection, meaning, and a hope beyond themselves.   I believe that with Godôs help and your continued 

support, we can flourish as we invite our neighbors experience Godôs presence today.   It is going to be a 

great year, and it will be fun to share this 150th birthday with all of you. 

 
Dr. Melanie Rosa, Lead Pastor 

Message from Dr. Melanie Rosa, Lead Pastor 

Quarterly Events to Celebrate 150 Years 

Page 3 

Sunday, January 27, 2019    Homecoming Sunday 
                Dr. Charles Shuster preaching--8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 services 
      Sermon: ñWhich Way Does the Carillon Lean?ò 
              Light Brunch in Fellowship Hallð9:00 to 11:00, with Stover Street Stompers 
Sunday, May, 19, 2019      Mission Fair 
                 Fellowship Hall--9 am-12 noon 
                 Featuring the many missions our church supports 
Sunday, August 25, 2019---Old-Fashioned Church Picnic 
                Outdoor games, activities, music and storyteller Rev. David Dalke--4-7 pm 
Saturday, October 19, 2019ðGift to our Community    

     Church Day of Service--Eastside Park, 100 Locust Street, near Laurel Elementary School  
Sunday, October 20, 2019   150th Anniversary Gala 
                 Celebration and Gala in Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall 
       Inspiring program, excellent food, music and celebration of 150 years 

      (Tickets for this event go on sale July 15, 2019) 
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