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Donõt miss Vacation Bible School at First Church  
June 12ñ16, 2017  ω  9:00 am - 12:00 noon 

 

¶ Get more information 
¶ Volunteer to be a leader 

¶ Register 
 
 

www.fcfumc.net or contact Lynette Szantho at childrensdirector@fcfumc.net 
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A funny and memorable line from Homer Simpson comes in an episode involving 
the parody of a magazine known in the cartoon comedy show as Reading Digest.  
Homer comments to the publicationôs editor, ñOh, I love your magazine.  My favorite 
section is óHow to Increase Your Word Power.ô  That thing is really, really, really é 
(ah) good.ò  Here are few words that will ñreally, really, reallyò increase your vocabulary: 

 
Snoutfair (from the 1500s) ï handsome or a good looking person, 
Twitter-fair (from the 1600s) ï a synonym for twilight, 
Apricity (from the early 1600s) ï the sunôs warmth on a cold winter day, and 
Monsterful (from the early 1800s) ï wonderful and extraordinary. 
 

Can you think of any words worthy of reviving?  How about this oneðñpietyò?  Upon hearing this term, our 
minds quickly revert to ñself-righteousò or ñholier than thouò, but it simply means ñreverentò.  Could not our 
world use more reverence?  Or consider ñevangelicalò.  When any phrase or statement containing the 
syllable ñevangelò is exchanged in a conversation, there is a tendency to connect it with fundamentalism or 
a deeply-held set of beliefs outside mainline theology.  However, it literally means ñgood news.ò  Could not 
our world use more good news, and could not we express more good news in our faith?   
 
 Recently, I was reading when the sentence on the page contained another word rarely used.  Its 
roots are in late 16

th
 century Latin.  Its meaning relates to something super or huge.  In primitive speech, it 

means ñgreat souledò or ñgreat spiritedò.  This word is ñmagnanimityò, which is the quality of being high-
minded, noble, or the virtue of being generous toward oneôs opponents.   
 
 If you tour Richmond, the capital of Virginia and (for a time) of the Confederacy, there is a site that 
offers an illustration of magnanimity.  Inside the Richmond National Battlefield Park is a statute of President 
Abraham Lincoln.  The sixteenth President of the United States is carved into history at this national 
memorial where he is seated on a bench along with his son Tad.  The statute commemorates April 4, 1865, 
the day Mr. Lincoln and his twelve year old son visited the abandoned city after the great battle there.  
Lincoln entered on foot.  He did not ride into Richmond as a commanding victor.  To reinforce the idea that 
the President presented after the war, words from his second inaugural address are etched into the wall 
behind the statute ï ñTo bind up the Nationôs wounds.ò   
 
 Reports from a journalist on that day read:  ñHe walked through the streets as if he were a private 
citizen, and not the head of a mighty nation.  He came not as a conqueror, not with bitterness in his heart, 
but with kindness.  He came as a friend, to alleviate sorrow and sufferingðto rebuild what has been 
destroyed.ò 
 
 In our day of extreme partisanship, in this time of great division of what it means to be a republic and 
a democracy, in this time of drawing lines to separate us from those who have opposite ideas, could not we 
all benefit from exercising the virtue of magnanimity?  Would our local, state, and federal government 
accomplish more for the common good?  Would people in the houses just down our street create a more 
neighborly atmosphere?  Would the persons in pews live with more respect for theologies standing in 
contrast to our own?  How can our leaders, whether in government, in business, or in church, be effective 
without some measure of magnanimity?  I believe the church can revive this ñreally, really, reallyò good 
word. 
  
Pastor Charles, Lead Pastor 

Reviving Words 
by Pastor Charles, Lead Pastor 
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 I think most peopleôs basic understanding of 

the Christian life is all wrong. Whether itôs the 

portrayal of Christians on film, articles in journals, or 

what they see on the news, most people think that 

being a Christian is about being right and fighting for 

good and controlling the bad actions of other people.  

 I profoundly disagree with this image. I think 

Christ made it clear, and the apostles affirmed it: to 

follow Christ means being deeply, wonderfully, 

fantastically happy.    

 Happy? Yes ï happy. In our passion for 

justice and to reach the least and the lost we seem 

to have forgotten that Jesus said, ñI came so that 

they could have lifeðindeed, so that they could live 

life to the fullestò (John 10:10); and ñI have said 

these things to you so that my joy will be in you and 

your joy will be completeò (John 15:11). 

 Complete joy! Just think how attractive that 

quality is in a person. I suspect the joy Jesus exuded 

was one reason his presence was so compelling. 

Jesus was, for the most part, a very happy person. 

The one incident we know in which his anger 

towards others was expressed ï the cleansing of the 

Temple (Matthew 21) ï is far exceeded by the 

number of times he taught and fed and healed and 

partied.  

 The same is true for the Apostle Paul. If you 

want to read an inspiring part of the Bible, just turn to 

the Letter Paul wrote to the Philippians. In it Paul is 

filled with exuberant joy ï and the letter was written 

from a jail cell where Paul was kept in horrible 

conditions by todayôs standards.  

 The truth is, happiness is more likely to be 

interwoven with goodness than anger ever will be. 

The happy do not support tyrants, nor are they 

drawn to cruelty. One can appeal to the 

compassionate heart of a happy person; it is difficult 

to inspire the angry to be kind.  

 Just remember: happiness and pleasure are 

not the same thing. Pleasure 

is a hard task master, always 

needing more. Happiness is 

comparatively easy, for it is 

the natural result of truly 

trusting God for the outcome. 

After all, when Jesus died the outlook was bleak. But 

he trusted God and acted in accordance with Godôs 

plan for salvation. The result was the resurrection 

and eternal happiness offered to everyone. 

 As we move into the final months of our 

transition as a church, I invite you to be happy. Take 

Paulôs advice:  

From now on, brothers and sisters, if 

anything is excellent and if anything is 

admirable, focus your thoughts on 

these things: all that is true, all that is 

holy, all that is just, all that is pure, all 

that is lovely, and all that is worthy of 

praise. (Philippians 4:8) 

 See the best in your brothers and sisters. 

Whatever your mood, greet them with joy so that 

their joy might be complete. Trust God for the 

outcome.  

 God is good, and you wonôt be disappointed. 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Vivian  

Happiness 
by Pastor Vivian, Executive Pastor 
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Bill Whitaker 

News from Buckhorn Camp 
 

Welcome to new Director, Austin Hubbard & his family (Wife, Taylor & children, Rowan, almost 6 & Levi, 
almost 2).  Former Directors, Ryan & Marieke Culby, are now serving a UM camp in Michigan to be closer 
to their ailing parents.  Buckhorn is already busy with weekday Outdoor Education programs for secular & 
parochial school children. 
 

Job Opportunities at Buckhorn Camp:   
 Food Service/Housekeeping Manager:  Full time, year round  job perks that include a separate 
house at the camp! 
 Summer Camp Cook, Summer Camp Counselors (males), Summer kitchen/support staff, and 
Camp Hope Volunteer Counselors. 
 

For job descriptions & more info visit www.BuckhornCamp.org or call 970.484.2508. 
 

2017 Summer Camp Schedule: 
 Itôs Sômore Fun at Buckhorn Camp with paddle boards, archery, hiking, fishing, rock climbing & 
rappelling, arts & crafts, field games, geocaching, GREAT FOOD! & much, much more!!!   
 

Youth in Mission Camp in June; two Adventure Camps (white water rafting on the Poudre River!) in 
June & July; Eclipse in late July, early August for you night owls!; two Camp Hope sessions in June & 
July; and a special Family Camp on a weekend in July (all ages; 1 or more  
persons).  Schedules & more info in Mission Corner, Fellowship Hall. 
 FCFUMC youth (3

rd
 grade through high school):  Remember we have Campership scholarships 

availableðcheck Mission Corner in Fellowship Hall on Sundays.  You may register online at 
www.BuckhornCamp.org but see us first about the camperships. 

Community and World Outreach 
by Diane Burkholder 

http://www.BuckhornCamp.org

