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Decembeat t he Church Conference, my prese as

est evero qualities that are found at F
ongregation has exceeded my previous experience in parish life in these ways. These att
demonstrate that we can achieve excellence.

T The most difficult AdmtehémomiBavefhdedavdodgverc!
offered by the Sanctuary choir on Novemb@ulQuest preacher that day, whose spouse is a choir director, said, i |
have never heard a church choir sing Aaron Copel and.

1 The biggest turnaround i mJuly@0l5s Wwherpl first became your ¥eadaPasios, wdrshiprete
was in the 330s. Today attendance spans fr omMaghifeeat 4 5
attendance was over 800. Worship is the single most significant statistic used to determine the health of a congregatit

f Our church is in the middl e IndaNevwEnasthée auuplilisyto propelruaforwarda Th
key to financial success in a congregation is maximum participation. When we have 400 households gibieat theirissst,
ever.

f The most dr amat i c Claistnhas Evd senvices reaxhattendarce figugas In the 1,800 to 2,000 range. -
times our regular Sunday average. Usually, Easter Day and Christmas Eve are almost even. In First Uni@&udtatsodis
Eve is double our Easter Day worship attendance.

f Most mission trips by Ag3.5eisgiog trips peayear, our 12anonihuaals ingluélee3wauth miss
and a Wesley Foundation missioramipuilly. Some members in our congregation are working toward more.

f Best Seni or sWiMin i Ba wrbyléee virclk e |l movi es, tour s, and tr
for our church.

f Hardest wor kWhergl arsve a fthd cuech leuilding at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday morning, someone is already |
working. When | leave each night, | often see someone continuing to work in their office. And, | am riaf ecrkiingy past:
Saturdays and-dffa y s . These extra commitments are fiacross t he

f Most talented | aity c¢ Omothenchurchtserded iivaled oun @ngpegation @anlhés poine its!n
consisted of retired military generals and colonels, Vice Presidents of Subaru and other car companies Avaticaal exec
Express, Payless Shoes, Caterpillar, and (what was once) Bell Telephone. Our leaders exceed that in edaication and
experience.

1 Best organized co@gregangoeghtcanaéecare i s administ
it a quality component of our congregationds ministr

That concludes the list presented. Now, | have to add one more. It is something | had not experienced wharetbecGirecth

f OnDecember®l our congregation witnessed t he beWihthAlox €oflins/
Symphonydéds strings, br ass, woodwi nds, and dr umdinestwi t
offering of music for worship | have seen. And, | have heard plenty. It was worship music at its finestpltagiupiece wa
music and sung.

Excell ence comes with a cost. I't takes every t pipielifted f

up, when some youth personds soul is inspired to Ilive

Grace and peace,
Pastor Charles



rnings are a jumble of herding kids, packing lunches, and managing carp
re filled with meetings, jammed schedules, and the always worst timing e
e school. Evenings are a blur of practices, homework, a meal thrown toge
ghts just before falling into bed, exhausted. Sleep, rise, and repeat.

We | ove our families but someti mes we just canot
it doesndét have to be this way. God intended dour
how do we get from frantic to fulfilling?

Using principles drawn from theddist) bookhe 3 Big Questions for a Frantic @aniiigtrick Lencidcopies
available through the church library), this sermon serigsasticaffedvisapported by biblical wisdom. As the title
indicates, answering just three big questions wi
approach one of those questions, and what to do with the answers you discover together as a family.

Finally, youodll l earnishoeptioy i snpépme@God wthaesiydw o
wants you to take one small step at a time. This sermon series will show you how and give you encourageme

Best of all, the series will help all the kinds of families we are: single parents and couples with children, blend
families and empty nesters.&@me as you are and see what you learn!

s we enter the new year, | am always caught up short by the way the church structures its approach 1
Jesus. One week wedbdbre hearing about the Magi,
is baptism as a 30 year old man!

aybe I'6m odd (okay, you can stop |l aughing nc
Jesus had a life. He was a baby, then a boy, then aaeenéwgrhappened during all those years?

The older | get, the more | realize that life is made up of all kinds of letting go and new beginnings. | rereemb
week old first born and crying on the phone to m
to learn to let go of my newborn and welcome my changing infant with joy.

Who did Mary cry with as she watched her baby change? How did she mourn the loss of the baby and welcc
Did she do what | did when Jesuswasd3 n t o Josywwsdonideadl swyt hiihetbso?

say, AWhy me? | donét know what to do any more t
teenaged boy and | never was, so ités up to you!

By the time he was baptized, Jesus himself had lived through many timeshef lessngf ghildhood, the death of
Joseph. The unigue and wondrous intermixiografralin with &howingsod must have given him a most marvelo
deep well of experience and knowledge from which he could draw throughout his ministry.

And so, as | begin this new year, I am becoming

Whenever | must face a time of letting go, I can trust God for the outcome. And whenever | face a new legin
with love. The well Jesus drew from is mine for the taking. | have nothing to fear, for God is with megedad tha
|l ife of | etting go and new beginnings. He under s



Icoming and Hospitalityan area of ministry under the Into a New Era miniSEas
that | have been charged to develop to form an umbrella of ministries called g i
Welcoming, Membership, and Hospitality Ministries. '

| am working with the Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development to find competent,

called, and willing people to serve in these ministries. Subsequently, I will be working with the leadersiof the W
Membership ministries to help guests feel welcomed when they come through the doors of the church, welcome
community to FUMC, journey and build relationships with guests as they begin to engage in the life of thetohurc
commit to membership to be committed to the life and ministries of the church, and work with the leadensuofthe
to build a community through social activities like th@FalKIcko@)t, Spring Picnic, Summer Grill Out, and othe
churchwide potlucks.

| work with the Congregational Care ministries to welcome people who are unable to drive anymore to brimg the
church vans. My goal is to provide radical hospitality as we welcome guests to FUMC. For all these gotml and ¢
happen, | need lay leaders and volunteers who are called to serve in the areas of Welcoming, Membership, and

We could use greeters at the Welcome Center, callers to call on first time guests to form relationships teith then
journey with guests to help them connect with the church through different ministries and activities in tisetwrch
member helpers, membership secretarial help, callers who would call members and constituents who have not
several Sundays in a row to check on how they are doing, volunteers to haljgelpitcicsrahd events, people @ set
and clean up for events, people to help plan activities for the events and many other opportunities to serve.

If you feel called to serve or all this sound exciting to you please feel free to contact Past8224a6ha at 970
c.paquette@fcfumc.newill be really glad to work with you.

e Carillon Handbell Choir and the newly formed beginner group, the Alleluia Ha
ble, have been practicing diligently every Wednesday, and have been sharing thé
in worship services more than once a Rlagihg handbells is a lot of fun, but also re€
a commitment to the group, because each part is absolutely integralltevéiné tohole.
thank all the faithful people who have been so involved these past several months!

After two weeks off for Christmas break, the bells will be back at work on January 4, and will be in wornshgpto we
on January 8.

We have two members who have moved away, and one member who will not be back because of a Sunday chc
ver, so there is a great opportunity for experienced bell ringers/musicians to join the Carillon Handb@leGleat in J
every Wednesday from-8:@8 in the choir room downsidese is also the opportunity for ANYBODY who would like
learn to ring to come join us at 4:30 on Wednesdays for the Alleluia Handiéd Emsedoddan learning skills very quic
ly, and we welcome more to join!

For more information on bedistact Karen Stoody: organist@fcfumc.net or karstoo@earthlink.net.


mailto:c.paquette@fcfumc.net

Need for Volunteers Is Ongoing

We Have a Ride for You!

If you need a ride to church, we want to be abigdechsan, a ride for your volunteer van route drivers and assistants
growing, as are the number of volunteers who offer others who live near them a ride to church aWesstilbneasion
more help!

If you could help with the minivan or regular van route on Sunday once or twice a quarter or offer somego# nea
car on occasion, please contact LinieZimk@ gmail.cpar Randie Bell, and help us to be able to say to anyone in n
ride to FUM&/e have a ride for you!

Special thanks to Pastor Cynthia Paquette and our Congregational Care Ministry and its many lay leaders for
Transportation Ministry and the many other supportive ministries that are of service to seniors and people of all
here at FUMC!

Senior Ministry January Calendar

Thursdays, 5 & 1®Dkay Choralepen singing group from 3 to 4 in the Village Gommons
newcomers of all ages weltaspecially those with memory issues!

Friday, 1B Double Nickel Senior Liirgimging Our Favorite Hymns!
with Joe Winsett and Esther Parsons

Monday, IibMovie from 1 toShotlightCinema Rooimfree and all ages welcome!
Thursday, 19Seniors volunteer at Larimer Food Bank, 9:00 to 11:00
Thursdays, 1@dThursday Lunch at area restaurant begins at 11:30

For more information or to sign up for any of these activities, or the senior ministry email list, cont&ziwhain Zink,
member, Iczink@gmail 016883047 .



mailto:lczink@gmail.com

