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O 
n December 5th at the Church Conference, my presentation as the Lead Pastor included a listing of ñthe 
best everò qualities that are found at First United Methodist Church.  In my 42 years of pastoral work, our 
congregation has exceeded my previous experience in parish life in these ways. These attributes 
demonstrate that we can achieve excellence. 

¶ The most difficult anthem I have heardéever!  ñThe Promise of Livingò composed by Aaron Copeland was 
offered by the Sanctuary choir on November 20th.  Our guest preacher that day, whose spouse is a choir director, said, ñI 
have never heard a church choir sing Aaron Copeland.ò 

¶ The biggest turnaround in worship in one yearõs timeéever!  In July 2015, when I first became your Lead Pastor, worship attendance 
was in the 330s.  Today attendance spans from the 450s to over 600.  Last Sunday when the Sanctuary Choir sang Rutterôs Magnificat, 
attendance was over 800.  Worship is the single most significant statistic used to determine the health of a congregation. 

¶ Our church is in the middle of the biggest financial turnaroundéever!  Into a New Era has the capability to propel us forward.  The 
key to financial success in a congregation is maximum participation.  When we have 400 households giving their best, we will be at our best 
ever. 

¶ The most dramatic attendance shiftéever!  Christmas Eve services reach attendance figures in the 1,800 to 2,000 range.  That is four 
times our regular Sunday average.  Usually, Easter Day and Christmas Eve are almost even.  In First United Methodist Church, Christmas 
Eve is double our Easter Day worship attendance. 

¶ Most mission trips by a congregation annuallyéever!  At 3.5 mission trips per year, our 12 month totals include 3 youth mission trips 
and a Wesley Foundation mission trip bi-annually.  Some members in our congregation are working toward more. 

¶ Best Seniors Ministryéever!  With Double Nickel, movies, tours, and trips and with the ñsilver tsunamiò approaching, this is a good thing 
for our church. 

¶ Hardest working stafféever!  When I arrive at the church building at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday morning, someone is already here and 
working.  When I leave each night, I often see someone continuing to work in their office.  And, I am not counting pastoral staff working 
Saturdays and off-days.  These extra commitments are ñacross the boardò with our staff. 

¶ Most talented laity concentrated in one parishéever!  One other church I served rivaled our congregation on this point.  Its members 
consisted of retired military generals and colonels, Vice Presidents of Subaru and other car companies, National executive of American 
Express, Payless Shoes, Caterpillar, and (what was once) Bell Telephone.  Our leaders exceed that in education and professional 
experience. 

¶ Best organized congregational careéever!  Our congregational care is administered under a ñlarge umbrellaò.  One prime factor making 
it a quality component of our congregationôs ministry is the centrality of laity working in partnership with staff and clergy. 

That concludes the list presented.  Now, I have to add one more.  It is something I had not experienced when the Church Conference occurred.   
¶ On December 11th, our congregation witnessed the best Advent/Christmas music by a church choiréever!  With the Fort Collins 
Symphonyôs strings, brass, woodwinds, and drums, with our Sanctuary Choir, and with our music ministry leadership, it was the finest 
offering of music for worship I have seen.  And, I have heard plenty.  It was worship music at its finest.  Each piece was scripture put to 
music and sung. 

Excellence comes with a cost.  It takes every type of resource, and when someoneôs life is changed, when someoneôs downcast spirit is lifted 
up, when some youth personôs soul is inspired to live a life of faith, it is worth it. 
     Grace and peace, 

     Pastor Charles  
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M 
ornings are a jumble of herding kids, packing lunches, and managing carpools. Days 

are filled with meetings, jammed schedules, and the always worst timing ever call from 

the school. Evenings are a blur of practices, homework, a meal thrown together, and 

fights just before falling into bed, exhausted. Sleep, rise, and repeat. 

We love our families but sometimes we just canôt help wondering if itôs all worth it. The good news is 

it doesnôt have to be this way. God intended our home lives to be more fulfilling than many of us experience. The question is ï 

how do we get from frantic to fulfilling? 

Using principles drawn from the best-selling book The 3 Big Questions for a Frantic Family (by Patrick Lencioni ï copies 

available through the church library), this sermon series will offer practical advice supported by biblical wisdom.  As the title 

indicates, answering just three big questions will reorient your approach to being a family. Each week youôll learn how to 

approach one of those questions, and what to do with the answers you discover together as a family. 

Finally, youôll learn how to implement what youôve learned ï step by step. God doesnôt expect you to change overnight; he just 

wants you to take one small step at a time. This sermon series will show you how and give you encouragement along the way. 

Best of all, the series will help all the kinds of families we are: single parents and couples with children, blended 

families and empty nesters. So ð come as you are and see what you learn! 

Hope for Frantic Families  -- Sermon series January 15 ï February 5 
by Pastor Vivian, Executive Pastor 

New Beginnings 
by Pastor Vivian, Executive Pastor 

A 
s we enter the new year, I am always caught up short by the way the church structures its approach to the life of 
Jesus. One week weôre hearing about the Magi, or Jesus being presented at the Temple, and the next we move to 
his baptism as a 30 year old man!  
 

Maybe Iôm odd (okay, you can stop laughing now), but I always wonder: what happened during all those years? Even 
Jesus had a life. He was a baby, then a boy, then a teenager -and what happened during all those years?  
 

The older I get, the more I realize that life is made up of all kinds of letting go and new beginnings. I remember holding my one 
week old first born and crying on the phone to my mother, ñNobody told me heôd change so much in just the first week!ò I had 
to learn to let go of my newborn and welcome my changing infant with joy. 
 

Who did Mary cry with as she watched her baby change? How did she mourn the loss of the baby and welcome the toddler? 
Did she do what I did when Jesus was 13 ï turn to Joseph and say, ñheôs your son ï deal with him!ò? Did Joseph panic and 
say, ñWhy me? I donôt know what to do any more than you do!ò (And, of course, Mary said, ñWell, at least you used to be a 
teenaged boy and I never was, so itôs up to you!ò Well, at least thatôs my theology, and Iôm sticking with it.) 
 

By the time he was baptized, Jesus himself had lived through many times of letting go ï the loss of childhood, the death of 
Joseph. The unique and wondrous intermixing of all-too-human with all-knowing-God must have given him a most marvelous 
deep well of experience and knowledge from which he could draw throughout his ministry. 
 

And so, as I begin this new year, I am becoming more and more aware of Jesusô two main teachings: trust God, and love. 
Whenever I must face a time of letting go, I can trust God for the outcome. And whenever I face a new beginning, I can enter it 
with love. The well Jesus drew from is mine for the taking. I have nothing to fear, for God is with me, and that God also lived a 
life of letting go and new beginnings. He understands, and is with me. And thatôs enough for me. 



W elcoming and Hospitality is an area of ministry under the Into a New Era ministries 

that I have been charged to develop to form an umbrella of ministries called 

Welcoming, Membership, and Hospitality Ministries.   

I am working with the Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development to find competent, 

called, and willing people to serve in these ministries.  Subsequently, I will be working with the leaders of the Welcoming and 

Membership ministries to help guests feel welcomed when they come through the doors of the church, welcome people from the 

community to FUMC, journey and build relationships with guests as they begin to engage in the life of the church, help guests who 

commit to membership to be committed to the life and ministries of the church, and work with the leaders of the Hospitality ministry 

to build a community through social activities like the Fall Kick-Off, Chili Cook-Off, Spring Picnic, Summer Grill Out, and other 

church-wide potlucks.   

I work with the Congregational Care ministries to welcome people who are unable to drive anymore to bring them to church on the 

church vans.  My goal is to provide radical hospitality as we welcome guests to FUMC.  For all these good and exciting things to 

happen, I need lay leaders and volunteers who are called to serve in the areas of Welcoming, Membership, and Hospitality.   

We could use greeters at the Welcome Center, callers to call on first time guests to form relationships with them, sojourners to 

journey with guests to help them connect with the church through different ministries and activities in the church, baptism and new 

member helpers, membership secretarial help, callers who would call members and constituents who have not come to church for 

several Sundays in a row to check on how they are doing, volunteers to help plan church-wide picnics and events, people to set up 

and clean up for events, people to help plan activities for the events and many other opportunities to serve.  

If you feel called to serve or all this sound exciting to you please feel free to contact Pastor Cynthia at 970-482-2436 or 

c.paquette@fcfumc.net.  I will be really glad to work with you. 

Welcoming and Hospitality 
By Rev. Cynthia Paquette 

 

 
Handbell News 
by Karen Stoody 

T 
he Carillon Handbell Choir and the newly formed beginner group, the Alleluia Handbell Ensem-

ble, have been practicing diligently every Wednesday, and have been sharing their gift of music 

in worship services more than once a month.  Playing handbells is a lot of fun, but also requires 

a commitment to the group, because each part is absolutely integral to the whole.  I want to 

thank all the faithful people who have been so involved these past several months! 

After two weeks off for Christmas break, the bells will be back at work on January 4, and will be in worship to welcome the bishop 

on January 8.  

We have two members who have moved away, and one member who will not be back because of a Sunday choir position in Den-

ver, so there is a great opportunity for experienced bell ringers/musicians to join the Carillon Handbell Choir in January.  We meet 

every Wednesday from 6:00-7:15 in the choir room downstairs.  There is also the opportunity for ANYBODY who would like to 

learn to ring to come join us at 4:30 on Wednesdays for the Alleluia Handbell Ensemble.  We have been learning skills very quick-

ly, and we welcome more to join!   

For more information on bells,  contact Karen Stoody: organist@fcfumc.net or karstoo@earthlink.net. 

Page 3 

mailto:c.paquette@fcfumc.net


Page  4 

Need for Volunteers Is Ongoing 
 

We Have a Ride for You! 
If you need a ride to church, we want to be able to say, We have a ride for you! Our volunteer van route drivers and assistants are 
growing, as are the number of volunteers who offer others who live near them a ride to church at least occasionally.  We still need 
more help! 
 
If you could help with the minivan or regular van route on Sunday once or twice a quarter or offer someone near you a ride in your 
car on occasion, please contact Linn Zink, lczink@gmail.com, or Randie Bell,  and help us to be able to say to anyone in need of a 
ride to FUMC, We have a ride for you! 
 
Special thanks to Pastor Cynthia Paquette and our Congregational Care Ministry and its many lay leaders for 
Transportation Ministry and the many other supportive ministries that are of service to seniors and people of all ages 
here at FUMC! 
 

Senior Ministry January Calendar 
 
Thursdays, 5 & 19  ï Okay Chorale, open singing group from 3 to 4 in the Village Commons ï 
                                 newcomers of all ages welcome ï especially those with memory issues! 
 
Friday, 13 ï Double Nickel Senior Lunch ï Singing Our Favorite Hymns! 
                       with Joe Winsett and Esther Parsons 
 
Monday, 16 ï Movie from 1 to 3, Spotlight, Cinema Room ï  free and all ages welcome! 
                    
Thursday, 19 ï Seniors volunteer at Larimer Food Bank, 9:00 to 11:00 
 
 Thursdays, 19 - 3rd Thursday Lunch at area restaurant begins at 11:30 
  
For more information or to sign up for any of these activities, or the senior ministry email list, contact Linn Zink, Senior Council 
member, lczink@gmail or 970-689-3047. 

Seniorwise 
by Linn Zink 
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